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NEWSLETTER - KENYA SCHOOL FOR INTEGRATED MEDICINE  

           Year 14, number 24, November 2021 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Dear all, 
 
We are keen to update you after a year of hard work filled with partnerships:  
with North Coast Medical Training College, Pwani University, Maastricht University, 
and; Swiss NGO, Comundo;  
Online textbook provider, BUKU; and  
Kwale Deaf Centre. 
 
Many of us functioned in several capacities, as we had to run the College with fewer 
employees due to the impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 
After the closure of almost 10 months in 
2020, we were happy to be able to 
open our doors again in January of this 
year. We are still below our capacity 
with 150 students in our Community 
Health and Nutrition courses, with 38 of 
these doing their attachments in local 
hospitals and dispensaries throughout 
Kwale County.  
 
We are proud to be amongst the 
pioneers of Competency Based 
Education Training (CBET) in the 
Coastal Region. 

This month (9th - 25th November) we are having 
the final written and practical assessments of our 
Community Health Certificate class of 2019 
conducted by TVET (Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training) and CDACC (Curriculum 
Development Assessment and Certification 
Council). 
We were honored to be visited by Dr. Lawrence 
Guantai M’itonga, CEO of CDACC, who gave us 
a strong start to this intense period of exams. 
 
We also wish our Nutrition Certificate students 
well for their final KNEC (Kenya National 
Examinations Council) exams which will take 
place between 7th - 15th December 2021 and we 
are already looking forward to our upcoming 
Graduation on Saturday 29th of January. 
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We consider ourselves fortunate that the health status of our students and staff has 
been stable and our strict Covid 19 health safety protocols as directed by the Ministry 
of Health guidelines, have served us well.  
 
Wishing you all a WONDERFUL and HEALTHY holiday! 
 
Warm regards, 
Marie and 4Kenya team 
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PARTNERSHIP UPDATE NUFFIC FUNDED OKP PROJECT   
Development of skills for Health Professions Education in East Africa (SHEA) 

 
In this project our Academic Staff are benefiting from various staff development 
trainings on: E-learning, Community Based Education and Services (COBES), Skills 
Lab, Higher Diploma in Health Professions Education, Entrepreneurship and 
Leadership in Health.  
As stakeholders we also advocate for Public Private Partnerships (PPP) and we are 
proud to partner with the Maastricht University, North Coast Medical Training College 
(NCMTC) and Pwani University in this project.  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
PARTNERSHIP COMUNDO & DEVELOPMENT OF E-LEARNING PLATFORM 
 

Our gratitude goes to Mr Marc 
Bloch, Country Director Kenya from 
the amazing Swiss NGO, 
Comundo. We are inspired by the 
way Comundo works and happy to 
work together with Michaela 
Verling, a Technical Advisor for E-
Learning who is assisting us with 
the development of our E-learning 
platform. Comundo will soon send 
Nadine Wenzinger, to strengthen 
our organisational development 
and management as we grow. 
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PARTNERSHIP WITH ONLINE TEXTBOOKS PLATFORM BUKU  
The innovative online BUKU platform is making textbooks accessible to everyone.  
For a fixed monthly subscription of approximately 5 euro our students are now able to 
access over 30,000 books and this number is still rapidly growing. It is free for 
teachers and in exchange for their free use, BUKU shares their reading information 
with the publishers whose books they read and use. This way, they help improve 
education as a teacher. Thanks to Co-Founder and CFO Jeff van der Laan, the days 
of buying your own expensive medical study books are over! The great challenge for 
our students is to find the funds to pay the subscription fees. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------- 
 
PARTNERSHIP WITH KWALE DEAF CENTRE 
Every Tuesday afternoon sports trainers from our neighboring Kwale Deaf Centre 
come to our school. This gives our students and staff an opportunity to learn some 
signing language as well as enjoy fun games in the field: keeping minds and bodies 
healthy! 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
INDIGINOUS TREE NURSERY PROJECT 
 
Together with our students and staff 
we have started our own Tree 
nursery- nurturing only indigenous 
tree species from our coastal region.  
 
We have already collected several 
thousand seeds from endangered 
tree species.  
 
Botanist and Curator, John Ndege, 
has guided us and our students with 
their Environmental Literacy Module.   
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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CANCER AWARENESS WALK 
On Saturday 30th October 2021 “Girls on a Mission” organized again a successful 
event raising awareness about Cancer and other non-communicable diseases. We 
thank our students and staff who bravely participated in this hot weather. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
YOGA TRAINING STUDENTS AND STAFF BY ANN SCHREPPERS 
In February we were all inspired by the energetic yoga classes Ann brought to our 
College. We like to thank her again for sharing her passion and knowledge about yoga 
practice - all part of a holistic approach of student well-being. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
JANUARY 2022 INTAKE 
Our assessments and exams 
are accredited by Curriculum 
Development Assessment 
Certification Council 
(CDACC) and the Kenya 
National Examinations 
Council (KNEC). The main 
focus of our way of teaching 
is Competency Based 
Learning.  
 
We are working hard to enroll 
new students for courses in: 

• Community Health  
• Nutrition and Dietetics  
• Social Work & 

Community Development  
• Counselling Psychology 
• Horticulture 
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REVOLVING EDUCATION FUND: 

CONNECTING GRADUATES TO THE JOB MARKET 
 
Despite policy efforts by the Kenyan Higher Education Loans Board (HELB) to support 
the student fee, there’s a declining interest in tertiary education as many youths dread 
taking the loans for fear of not being able to pay them back. This fear is driven 
because massive unemployment continues to persist. It is against this backdrop that 
the Revolving Education Fund was created. It envisages to reduce unemployment 
among our students by 20%. 
 
An average of 80 students graduate yearly in Community Health and Nutrition. We 
want to change the I-can’t-find-a-job dynamic for our graduates. Where there are jobs 
on offer, many cannot find the right connection to those job opportunities and this is 
where the revolving education fund takes the stage.  

HOW REVOLVING EDUCATION FUND WORKS 

4Kenia Trust Registered Trustees (4Kenia): offers alternative financial support to 
students to assist them in pursuing health courses at KSIM by providing and 
administering loans to students. 4Kenia Trust thus becomes the link between KSIM 
Graduates and the job market.  

Kenya School for Integrated Medicine: offers health education to bright and needy 
students. Students typically enroll for 18 months – 2 years to complete either 
certificate or Diploma in Community health as well as in Nutrition and Dietetics. The 
knowledge and skills acquired in these courses are widely needed in the society to 
improve the health and nutrition status of the community at large, as well as general 
disease prevention. 

Targeted NGO/Organizations: partner with 4Kenia Trust to offer the first employment 
to KSIM graduates at a reduced salary compared to the employment market value. 
This provides a financial incentive for the NGO’s whose remit (core business) is 
generally to provide services to their target population. 
 
An MOU between 4Kenia, the NGO and the 
student will include the salary and the 
monthly loan repayment schedule to 4Kenia 
Trust during the 2-year contract. 
 
Student: Certificate Course students commit 
themselves for a period of 1.5 years to study 
at KSIM and 2 years of employment with the 
chosen NGO in order to gain work 
experience.  
 
Diploma Course students commit themselves 
for a period of 2 years to study at KSIM and 
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will then work for another 2 years with the chosen NGO.  

All parties benefit 

- The NGO benefits by receiving a well-trained student into their organization,  
- the student benefits with on-the-job training thereby gaining the skills and 

experience they will need as they seek permanent employment…and from the 
salary they receive. 

- The 4Kenia Trust benefits by having the student loan repaid thus enabling the 
next student to access a loan and be given their chance of Education 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
BIG THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS 
We wish to thank: 
 
Lions Club, Sophie Charlotte and Stichting Middelbusker-Stevens for their great 
support. 
 
our dear friend Gisela Kissing, who raised 
money for our Education Fund with her 
beautiful paintings. 
 
Regina and Reinhard, Annelie Smits, Bert 
Bosman, Olivier Bakker, Mrs. Clara Raadsen 
Arno Schneider from Must Commit B.V. and a 
significant anonymous sponsor for his 
generous contribution! 
                      
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
CURRENT FUNDRAISING NEEDS 
 
We are looking for funding support for: 
 

1) Student Revolving Fund and scholarships: We offer most students financial 
support by assisting them to cater for their tuition and boarding fees.  
For 2,000 – 3,000 Euro you can sponsor the entire education of a 
Certificate/Diploma student. 

2) Infrastructure development: to maintain and expand our classrooms  
3) Teacher capacity building and education: As we develop and expand our 

programmes into competency-based education, we have to embark on training 
programmes and also expand our capacity at our institution. This requires 
investment in skills, materials, trainings, and many other things, including hiring 
new teachers to cover all our courses.  

4) E-Learning platform: As we move forward in developing our programmes, we 
need to invest in the technology needed to further set up a good E-Learning 
model for the college.  

You can watch our promo by clicking here: https://vimeo.com/581746891 


